
Hedges and Screens
Living Walls
Hedges and screens are a popular way to protect privacy, delineate an area, or provide
shelter. They can also be planted alongside an existing fence to soften the look of the
wood or metal. Vines can be grown on a fence to create a hedge-like appearance, add
colour, and improve the screening value. Dense, thorny or prickly plants can be planted
as barriers to keep people (or pets) out of areas you don’t want them and guide them to
areas where you do. Hedges can be used to accentuate or soften architectural lines and
shapes, and provide colour and symmetry to foundation plantings.

Formal Hedges
This manicured look can add a refined touch to a landscape. Formal hedges offer
excellent privacy and seclusion. They require regular pruning to keep them looking clean
and crisp.
Ideal Plants:

Genus         Common Name        Light Requirements
Buxus          Boxwood                   Full sun to Full Shade
Thuja          Cedar                          Full to Part Sun
Taxus          Yew                            Full Sun to Full Shade
Euonymus   Euonymus                  Full Sun to Full Shade
Juniperus    Juniper                       Full Sun
Ligustrum    Privet                         Full Sun
Salix            Blue Arctic Willow    Full Sun
Ribes           Alpine Currant           Full Sun to Full Shade

Informal Hedges
Usually used for a more natural look. Flowering shrubs, whose blossoms would be lost to
pruning, are colourful and ideal for this purpose. Almost any shrub can be used as a
hedge, but remember to select a variety suitable to the ultimate height you require.
Ideal Plants:
Genus Common Name Light Requirements
Rosa Rose Full Sun
Spiraea Spirea Full Sun
Cornus Dogwood Full Sun to Part Shade
Syringa Lilac Full Sun
Forsythia Forsythia Full Sun
Physocarpus Ninebark Full Sun
Ilex verticillata Winterberry Full Sun to Part Shade
Viburnum sp. Viburnum Full Sun to Part Shade
Sambucus Elderberry Full Sun to Part Shade
Miscanthus sp. Fountain Grass Full Sun

Barrier Hedges
These plants are dense and thorny. Use in areas where you want to minimize traffic.
Ideal Plants:
Genus Common Name Light Requirements
Berberis Barberry Full Sun
Rosa Roses Full Sun
Juniperus Juniper Full Sun
Elaeagnus Russian Olive Full Sun
Crataegus Hawthorn Full Sun




